Pros and cons of fluoxetine for the depressed cancer patient.
When major depression develops in patients with cancer, specific antidepressant treatment should be initiated. Fluoxetine (Prozac) is one of several effective treatments for depression; it is currently the most frequently prescribed antidepressant in the United States. Unfortunately, the information from studies and reports regarding the use of fluoxetine in patients with cancer is limited. This article reviews the properties, drug interactions, and side-effect profiles of fluoxetine and the other antidepressants most relevant to the care of cancer patients. Also discussed are strategies for the prudent prescription of fluoxetine, the tricyclic antidepressants, and the psychostimulants in depressed cancer patients.